
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, August 2, 2025, The Massachusetts Lions Eye Research Fund, Inc. (MLERF) held 
its 74th Annual Lions Appreciation and Awards Banquet at The DoubleTree Hilton in Milford, 
Mass. The event is affectionately referred to as The “Eye Ball”, and was M.C.’ed by Martin 
Middleton, Past MLERF President and Past Governor of District 33S.  
 
MLERF was founded in 1951 by Mass. Lions when they became aware that thousands of 
premature babies were losing sight annually in what was termed “baby blindness”. MLERF 
began with a $5,000 grant from monies donated by Lions Clubs throughout Massachusetts. This 
grant allowed researchers in Boston to study the problem and to find a solution which proved to 
be an inexpensive valve to regulate the oxygen in incubators. 
 
Since becoming the Massachusetts Lions official statewide project in 1952, MLERF has given 
over $43 million in research grants to the 7 Eye Research Laboratories in Mass. MLERF is very 
proud that 100% of the monies donated by Lions Clubs for research since 1952 has been spent 
on research grants.  
 
After a delightful lunch, 2024-2025 President Bev Dillon, along with 2025-2026 President Pat 
Kalicki welcomed the 152 Lions, researchers, and guests and introduced MLERF Officers and 
The Board of Directors. MLERF would not exist without donations from Lions Clubs throughout 
Massachusetts. All donor clubs were recognized and Certificates of Appreciation will be sent to 
them. Clubs with donations of $5,000 or more were given Walnut Plaques. The Belmont Club in 
District 33K and the Easton Club in District 33S received Special Milestone Awards for lifetime 
donations that exceeded $830,000 each.  
 
Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian Medical School, Beth 
Israel Lahey Health/Joslin Diabetes Center, Mass. General Brigham/Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, Schepens Eye Research Institute, and New England Eye Center at Tufts University 
School of Medicine were presented checks totaling $820,000 for research grants that were 
approved by the Board of Directors of MLERF for the 2023-24 fiscal year. MLERF allocates 
funds for pure research, with one exception. Every year since 1999, a “Presidential Grant” has 
been given to one of its research partners on a rotating basis. This Presidential Grant is used to 
help offset the cost of a piece of cutting-edge capital equipment that will allow an institution to 
better serve its patients. This year, The New England Eye Center at Tufts University School of 
Medicine was presented a Presidential Grant of $200,000. MLERF provided $100,000  and a 
very special thank you to the Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF) which provided a 
$100,000 matching grant. Since the inception of the program, MLERF, along with LCIF have 
given $3,486,509 to The Presidential Grant Program. 
 



Past International Director, Joyce Middleton, presented an International President’s Certificate of 
Appreciation to Past President Bev Dillon signed by Lions International President Fabricio 
Oliveira. This is the 3rd highest honor that a Lion can receive. Other highlights of the Awards 
Ceremony included two Sight Awards, a special President’s Award, nine Presidential Excellence 
Medals, A Secretary’s Award, and a Treasurer’s Award.  
 
Before the event concluded, Researchers were given the opportunity to say a few words. What 
transpired was 20 minutes of pure magic. One after another, researchers took the microphone and 
in simple, non-medical terms let the Lions of Massachusetts know how important the grants from 
MLERF are and how important their research is. They made it very clear that this is a team 
effort, and the efforts are paying off. The research is cutting edge and MLERF monies are being 
spent wisely. These are times when cut-backs are the order of the day and the Research 
Institutions and MLERF must stay the course. 
 
The mission of the Massachusetts Lions Eye Research Fund, Inc. is to provide “seed money” in 
the form of grants to allow researchers to do preliminary studies to see if further research is 
warranted. If a hypothesis of the researchers is confirmed, they can then apply for substantially 
larger government grants from the National Institute of Health (NIH) or other sources. MLERF’s 
goal is to preserve and restore sight for people affected by vision loss and to ultimately eliminate 
preventable blindness. MLERF will not rest until that mission has been fulfilled. 


